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The Federalist Papers were a series of articles published anonymously in a

New York newspaper during 1787-1788 to encourage New York to ratify the Fo M Chvnih frm Ao Sesla
U.S. Constitution. They were also collected as a book titled "The Federalist" g dihe v w v Ham fa
published as 2 volumes in 1788 as The Federalist: A Collection of Essays, .

Written in Favour of the New Constitution, as Agreed upon by the Federal F EDERALIST:
Convention, September 17,1787, and reprinted in later years. These articles, A COLLECTION

51 by Alexander Hamilton, 29 by James Madison and 5 by John Jay, are often

used today in interpreting the Constitution. All three authors wrote the articles i

under the pen name "Publius", a salute to Roman consul Publius Valerius Eid S i S o Al Mg 04
Publicola. WRITTEN 1N FAVOUR OF THE

A portion of the articles are undated, while the dated ones range from BRI LRl

November 20, 1787 to April 4, 1788. Originally, they were numbered with 4 AGREED UFOX PY THE FEDERAL CONVENTIO,
Roman numerals but later reprinted with Arabic numerals. '

I TWO VOLUMES.

The most famous article is Federalist No. 10 by James Madison, where he

argues that a union of the States will better combat factions, even factions VOL L

within an individual State. 9 it O

In Federalist No. 78 by Alexander Hamilton, he explained why the federal . NE ;fo -
judiciary should always be the "least dangerous" branch. B fstumen awp puin 1 5 0 U HicEis

No, 41, HANOVER-SQUARE,
MyDCGLXNXVIIL

The full text and audio of the Federalist Papers are freely available online.?]
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Background

During the Constitutional Convention, delegates cited the experience of the past to show, that of all national governments, a
democratic one was the most unstable, fluctuating, and short-lived; and that despotism, arising from a centralization of power
in the national government on one hand, and anarchy, incident to the instability of democracy - "the levelling spirit of
democracy" denounced by Elbridge Gerry as "the worst of political evils" - on the other, were the Scylla and Charybdis
between which the republic would, in the opinion of their opponents, be placed, with almost a certainty of being destroyed.

These views were ably combated in a series of political essays written by Hamilton and Madison, with a few numbers by John
Jay, which were published in two New York newspapers: The Independent Journal and the New York Packet. The object of
these essays being, as stated by Hamilton in the first number, "A discussion of the utility of the Union; the insufficiency of the
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confederation to preserve that Union;" and "the necessity of a government at least equally energetic with the one proposed, to
the attainment of this object." These essays; under the general title of The Federalist, were written with uncommon ability,
exerted a powerful influence, and present an admirable treatise on the philosophy of our federal constitution.

Long and stormy debates occurred in the state conventions; and it was not until the twenty-first of June, 1788, that New
Hampshire, the ninth state in order, ratified the constitution. It then became the organic law of the republic. The Congress,
when testimonials of ratification were received from a sufficient number of states, appointed the first Wednesday of January,
1789, for the people of the United States to choose electors of a president in accordance with the provisions of the constitution;
the first Wednesday in February following for the electors to meet and make a choice; and the first Wednesday in March

ensuing for the new government to meet for organization in the city of New York 3!
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Influences

There were several major influences stated in the Federalist. Among them John Locke (Federalist 2), Montesquieu (Fed. 47),
and important English works such as the Magna Carta, The Petition of Right, and the English Bill of Rights (Fed. 84).

Individual papers

Paper Date Title Author
Federalist |October 27, G | Introducti Alexander
No. 1 1787 eheral Introduction Hamilton
Federalist | October 31, Concerning Dangers from Foreign Force and Influence John Jay
No. 2 1787
Federalist |November |The Same Subject Continued: Concerning Dangers from Foreign Force and

John Jay
No. 3 3,1787 Influence
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John Jay
No. 4 7,1787 Influence
Federalist |November |The Same Subject Continued: Concerning Dangers from Foreign Force and John Ja
No. 5 10,1787 | Influence Y
Federalist | November Alexander

Concerning Dangers from Dissensions Between the States

No. 6 14,1787 Hamilton
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