Presidential Remarks Commemorating America’s 150t Birthday

[[]t is but natural that the first paragraph
of the Declaration of Independence
should open with a reference to Nature’s
God and should close in the final
paragraphs with an appeal to the
Supreme Judge of the world and an
assertion of a firm reliance on Divine
Providence. Coming from these sources,
having as it did this background, it is no
wonder that Samuel Adams could say,
“The people seem to recognize this
resolution as though it were a decree
promulgated from heaven.”

No one can examine this record and
escape the conclusion that in the great
outline of its principles the Declaration
was the result of the religious teachings of
the preceding period. The profound
philosophy which Jonathan Edwards
applied to theology, the popular
preaching of George Whitefield, had
aroused the thought and stirred the
people of the Colonies in preparation for
this great event....[W]hen we come to a
contemplation of the immediate
conception of the principles of human
relationship which went into the
Declaration of Independence we are not
required to extend our search beyond our
own shores. They are found in the texts,
the sermons, and the writings of the early
colonial clergy who were earnestly
undertaking to instruct their
congregations in the great mystery of how
to live. They preached equality because

they believed in the fatherhood of God
and the brotherhood of man. They
justified freedom by the text that we are
all created in the divine image, all
partakers of the divine spirit....

[Thus, []n its main features the
Declaration of Independence is a great
spiritual document. It is a declaration not
of material but of spiritual conceptions.
Equality, liberty, popular sovereignty, the
rights of man - these are not elements
which we can see and touch. They are
ideals. They have their source and their
roots in the religious convictions. They
belong to the unseen world. Unless the
faith of the American people in these
religious convictions is to endure, the
principles of our Declaration will perish.
We can not continue to enjoy the result if
we neglect and abandon the cause.

We are too prone to overlook another
conclusion. Governments do not make
ideals, but ideals make governments. This
is both historically and logically true. Of
course the government can help to
sustain ideals and can create institutions
through which they can be the better
observed, but their source by their very
nature is in the people. The people have
to bear their own responsibilities. There
is no method by which that burden can be
shifted to the government. It is not the
enactment, but the observance of laws,
that creates the character of a nation.

—~Calvin Coolidge, in a speech titled “The Inspiration of the Declaration of Independence.” President Coolidge
delivered the speech in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania on July 5, 1926, at the Sesquicentennial Exposition, a
world’s fair held for the express purpose of commemorating the 150t birthday of the United States of
America and the signing of the Declaration of Independence.

For more information about the speech, the Declaration of Independence, and the Declaration’s biblical
underpinnings, please visit wordfoundations.com/coolidge1926/.



