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It is with deep disappointment but strong conviction
that | have sent the following letter to Dr. Michael
Spradlin prayerfully requesting him to reconsider the
decision of MABTS to host the premier of a film whose
trailer contains scandalous and scurrilous slander
against @SWBTS.

MNovember 17, 2021

Michael R, Spradlin, Presudent
Med-America Bapied Th»:ull.rﬁll.:ul Seminary
2095 Appling Road

Copdova, TN 3506

[hear Presudend Spradhn;

I vt o vou o expeess my deep disappoininsent that the inshitutien you lead has plans to host a “film
premier” of “Encnnies Within the Chiarch™ this Satunday, November 20, in apparcnt coondanation with the
Conservalive Baplst febhwork. The film’s trailer contains canmipus fidage of the mshiubon | am poveleged 1o
lead oovierbaid wath namadive ssanuabons of “Marxsn,” presemably mtended to leave viewers with the
mistaken impnesaion that Sethwestem Senminary i someethang other than crthodox, Bapiest, and evangeheal, |
take strong umbrage to such scandalous and scarmlous stander, panticularly when i s apparestly condoned by
an mstitution sich as yours,

Furthermore, 1 belicve your late predecessor in office, B Gray Allison, would strongly disapprove of his
seminary's invabooment in matters such as showing this film and supporting the CBN, given what has been
attested i MABTS s own publications. Former Academic Viee Presidem, Howand Bickers, wrote in 1992
concerning Midd-America, “The Seminary prolifhits any negative criticism of any Southern Bapiisi agency,
lealer, or program b} wakm i the classroonis anmd o the chapcl services, The leaders of the ‘.il.rni'innr_l.' believe
that the imstitition best fulfills s purpose when o Chrsilike spint and a stance of positive suppont ane
enpendered. Consequently, the energics of the Seminary are focused upon the training of studems rather than
upon participation in divisive soes witham the Convention,” Since these sentiments chamcienized MABTS
during the SHC" s nuch-necded Conservative Resurgence, should they ot even more g0 now, given thay both
olf inEltilsodis Confieis congrucni cony Ichions Conceming haklical .r|.|.||:r|.'lri'ly. IMETTancy, aml 51.|1'|"||::in1:_l,"."

I prayerfully ask vou to reconsider ihe decivion to show this film and o withdrmaw sapport from those working
ta divide our Comvention by engaging in ummathful attacks against SBC entinies like Southwestern Seminary

Blessmgs.
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