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A PA R'_ T TRE FIRsT!
A DECLARATION of the RICHTS

of the Inhabitants of the Common-
wealth of MassacHUSETTS.

Art. A L L men arc born free and equal, and have
1. certzin natural, cffential, and unalienable
:ifhts ;3 among which may be reckoned the right
enjoying and defending their lives and liberties ;
thar of acquiring, pofiefiing, and prote&ting pro-
perty ; in fine, that of fecking and obtaining their

fafety and happinefs, ‘
- IL, It is the right as well as the duty of all men
in {ociety, publicly, and at ftated feafons, to wor-
thip the SUPREME BEING, the great creator and
referver of the univerfe. And no fubje& (hall be
Eurt, molefted, or reftrained, in his perfon, liberty,
or eftate, for 'worfhiping GOD in the manner and
feafon meft agreeable to the diftates of his own
confcience ; or for his religious profeffion or fenti-
ments ; provided hedoth not difturb the publie
ce, or obfiruét others in their religious warthip,
11, As the happinefs of a people, and the good
order and prefervation of civil government, cfienti-
ally depend upon picty, religion and morality ; and
as thefe cannot be generally diffufed through a com=
munity, but by the inftitution of the public wors
fhip of GOD, and of public inltru&ions in piety,
religion and morality : Therefare, to promote their
happinels, and to fecure the good order, and prefer-
vation of their government,the people of thisCom-
monwealth have a right to inveft their lcgiﬂaw::
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The title page and first articles, the Declaration of
Rights, in the first published edition of the 1780

Constitution



