draft article had contained quotes from two survivor advocates who had spoken critically
at the conference about the SBC’s handling of sexual abuse allegations. When the article
was published, some of the story had been deleted, including all references to one of the

advocates and all claims that the SBC had failed survivors.

While stories of abuse were minimized, and survivors were ignored or even vilified,
revelations came to light in recent years that some senior SBC leaders had protected or

even supported abusers:

e Former SBC President Steve Gaines admitted that, as senior pastor at Bellevue
Baptist Church, he had delayed reporting a staff minister’s prior sexual abuse of a
child of “heartfelt concern and compassion for th[e] minister,” while acknowledging
that he should have “brought it to the attention of our church leadership
immediately;”

e Former SBC President Jack Graham, when he was pastor at Prestonwood Baptist
Church, allegedly allowed an accused abuser of young boys to be dismissed
quietly in 1989 without reporting the abuse to police. The accused abuser, John
Langworthy, later was charged with abusing young boys in Mississippi in 2011;

e Former SBC President Paige Patterson was terminated from his position at
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary in 2018 after it was revealed that he
told a student not to report a rape in 2003 and, in 2015, emailed his intention to
meet with another student who had reported an assault, with no other officials
present, so he could “break her down;”

e Former SBC Vice President Judge Paul Pressler is the defendant in a civil sexual
abuse lawsuit alleging that he repeatedly sexually abused the plaintiff beginning
when the plaintiff was 14 years old. Two other men submitted separate affidavits
in the case also accusing Judge Pressler of sexual misconduct; and

e Former EC Interim President and General Counsel Augie Boto testified as a
character witness for Mark Schiefelbein, a gymnastics coach convicted of multiple
counts of sexual assault against a minor. During his testimony at a post-conviction
evidentiary hearing in September 2008, Mr. Boto identified himself as general trial
counsel for the Executive Committee of the Southern Baptist Convention.



